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Fury ..
Watson and Beech, right |

By ROBIN PERRAIE & MIKE SULLIVAN

FANTASIET Carl Beoch was facing jail last
night for hiz VIP paedophile lies - as
furious victims blasted cops and Labour's
Tom Watson over the scandal.

Beech, 51, cost the taxpayer Ed4million
with his bogus claims of rape and murder
committed by politiclans, military top
brass and service chiefs.
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Hogan-Howe, I.t'fl; ‘\,“‘H Continued on Page Two

But cops & Watson dodge rap
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WITCH-HUNT LIAR

Continued from Page Gne
also convicted of fraudulently claim-
ing compensation after lying he had

1GM

Beech illmull‘. in November 2016
officers raided the rented three-bed |
gemi he shared with hiz teenage son |

Labour's deputy leader Mr Watson
“Britain’s chief paedo-finder general”
and said: “He should resign.'’;

posed as a wealthy bed and breakfast
owner in a remote village;
@ BEECH'S lies about h‘l childhood

been abused by disgraced TV @ MR Watson desperately tried to of trauma were exposed — in reality In Gloucester. R P
| personality Jimmy Savile. defend his role in the scandal — but he enjoyed a comfortable, middle- They selzed a number of computer
As he was hauled off 1o cells to class upbringing; devices and found hundreds of sick-

falled to mcl'l'y his accusers;
=] ERE waz fury over the
police watchdog's decision to
clear cops of blame without
them ever being interviewed; so he could buy one;
® THE mother of one of @ THE police probe into Beechs
paedophile Besch's victimz claims involved one officer travelling
said he was “sick™; to Austraila.
@® MORE detalls of Beech’s Cops evemtually scrapped the
escape to en eration Midland probe Into his
emaergoed, where he a ons, before investigating

BID TO EASE GP AND A&E WAITS

await sentencing:
@ EX-MFP Harvey Proctor —
whoe had been accused of raj
and murder — lald Into the
ropolitan Police and
slammed them as “lapdogs'™;
@ THE son of another |
victim, Lord Janner, dubbed

Fantasist . . . Beech

@ IT was rovealed that he was
obsessed with Ford Mustangs and
made his froudulent compo claim just

ening pictures of child abuse.

At first he denied being responsible
— and even hinted it was all down to
his son bofore on the run.

Beech, a former Care Quality Com-
mission inspector, will be sentenced
at Newcastle crown court on Friday.

He will also be sentenced for pos-
sosslon of child abuse Images,
voyeuriem and flesing to Sweden.

Lib Dem
chief call
to rivals

Dy MATT DATHAN

IO Swinson lssued @
“come and join us” plea
to Tory and Labour MPs
yeslarda after being
unvaoile ns the first
femuale Lib Dem lender.
She romped to victory
over rival Sir Ed Davey,

winning nearly two-thirds
of the members' votos.
And ghe sald: “As your
leader, I will do whatever
it takes to slop Brexit.”
Ms Swinson made =a
direct appeal to Tory
MPe who want to sto
Broxit and Labour mod-
erates despairing at Jor-
Corbyn's leandership.

Bmﬁu

would be prepared to
take the Lib Dems back
inte  coalition, saylng:
“This is the time for
working together, not the
time for triballsm.”

She said the Lib Dems
should be aiming to win
the next general election.

CORRECTIONS &

ales  hinted che

CLARIFICATIONS

THE Sun alma o hive the

By SHAUN WOOLLER And this five-year deal will
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Brits will be offered sotting, which in wrn wil § AILMENTS THEY Eekor ot of
= rolleve pressure on the wider Thi Sun i & mamber of
same-day appoint- health. service.” COULD TREAT e | Prons
ments with phlrma- their family doctor. The NHS expert knowledge of medi- MNHS chief pharmaceutical Stanclarcls o
Community Pharmacist Con- gines. But they will receive officer Keith Ridge said: maka & o us go
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over miner conditions will Thelr
be offered o booked nppoini- part of a
ment at their pharmacy. your contract
And if the pilot scheme struck between
proves successful, it will be their trade bod
expanded to include referrals and the Healt
from GPs and A%Es, It I8 Department, : ;
estimated up to six per cent Ifnnlth Secra- - S to
of GP consultations = 20mil- g Matt Han- 3 retain oxisting
lion a year = could be safely cac said: GPs  must
transferred to a pharmacist.  “Pharmacies are a radoublad.”
Pharmaciste undergo five wvital and trusted shaun.wooller
yvoara of training, giving them part of our NHS. k @othe-sun.co.uk

PAY RISE FURY DOCS CUT TIME

expanded role = Prof Helen Stokes-Lam-
five- = - ard, of the Royal

- o . Ba]lo,g'a of GPs,
said: "Pharmacists
must not be sesn
as substitutes for
GPs - so efforts
recruit  and

ing rooms are clogged by
patients with minor ill-
nesses such as colds,
earache and sore throats.
hese can often be treated
quickly with over-the-counter
maedication  sold hT highly-
trained chomists in shops
sguch as Boots and [..]{'Ijl'd-k.
But many wnait hours to be
geosn  In &E or weeks to
gocure an appointment with

Barache
Mouth ulcers
8_1511:1 rash

) oot

Migrants
all at sea

SAJID Javid sald more
than 1,000 migrants tried
to cross the Channel this
ar and just a handful
nve been sent back.
Crossings since January
are twice the figure for

HUAWEI 5G IS
NOW ON HOLD

THERESA May was yesterday accused of short-changing ONE in three senlor NHS doctors are cutting overtime f f
public sector workers despite a £ldbillion pay rise for and weskend work in a row over pensions, iclals say. th?j"h‘;;hqﬂ;nuiusutﬁthw
teachers, soldiers and the police. Some GPs and consultants have quit, meaning more gald in 2019 “there haz

MINISTERS have dodged making a
decision on whether to let Huawel
work on Britain’s 5G networks.
They want to see i the Chi
firm is on a US trade blacklist.

Low-paid soldiers, sailors and airmen will get as much
as six per cent, while teachers will gat 275 per cent or
an_average £1,000 jump.

But the Treasury admitted the money would come from
“existing” budgets in government departments,

The National Education Union stormed: “"The Govern-
ment |5 londing further costa of £280millien on scheols”

fatal delays for ops and scans. 5 *
Health Sacreta ntt Hancock |s to consult over pro- E:indn 7135?3;.,.‘:.1[?,_:2"'?“' Eg

posals to change NHS pension rules. He said: “Too many UK and 425 were inter-

of our most experienced clinicians are reducing hours or capted in France,

lenving the N unrh{ due to frustrations over pensions.” nly 562 attempted |t
The British Medical Association warned that the pro- in the whole of 2018,

posals would do little to Improve the “ridiculous, but He told MPs that just

! merious” crisls many NHS doctors were facing. 53 have been returned.
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AR FURY AT BUNGLERSCONNED BY SIC ASIST

By ROBIN PERRIE, MIKE
SULLIVAN and CHRIS POLLARD

MET officers who fell for
Carl Beech's lies about a
murderous VIP paedophile
ring were yesterday
accused of incompetence

and astonishing gullibility.

Beech, whose fantasies trig-
E&red a multi-million pound

cotland Yard inqui that
smeared innocent public fig-
ures, was yesterday found
guilty of pErvartm justice,

His wvictims and eir families
blasted the Met's I:ro:ched Operation
Midland — described one ex-
detective as a “total cock-up”.

Deputy Labour leader Tom
Watson was also accused of
fuelling a witch-hunt by making
Parliamenta speeches to bolster
Beechs lurid accusations,

Ex-MP Harvey Proctor, T2, whose
house was raided over Beech’s
claims he murdered a boy, said:
"Tom Walson gave oxygen lo his
claims. He put pressure on the
police to act on Beech’s fantasies.

“It's time for him to apologise to
me and everyone named in this
truly disgraceful chapter in the
history of British policing.

“It is time for the torchlight to
take a closer look at Mr Watson.”

Mr Proctor alse blasted the
police and Bernard Hogan-Howe,
the Mt Commissioner who
launched Operation Midland.

He said: “The Metropolitan Police
were lapdogs to Mr “F:;mn’s crude
dog whistle. The Met should also
apologise for squandering millions
with incompetence and negligence”

Also wrongly accused was Lab-
our peer Lord Janner, who died in
2015. His szon Daniel Janner QC
said: "Tom Watson should resign.

"He appointed himsell Britain's
chief paedo-finder general and cre-
ated a moral panic.”

Convicted paedephile- Beech, 5I,
was yesterday found guilty af New-
castle crown court of perverting
Justice. He was also ,ﬁ:rumfgm'!:y of
fraud owver compensation claims
relating to abuse allegations.

The former nurse and social
services inspector will be sentenced
on Friday.

Vicar’s son Beech, father of a
teenage son, dreamed up his tales
of rape, terture and murder when
the Jimmy Savile scandal broke.

At the time, in late 2012, his
20-year marriage had ended and
he was deeply in debt.

He told a counsellor he had been
abused as a child by Savile — and
logged a claim for compensation.

ech was interviewed but offi-
cers found his story unconvincing.

So he Invented new allegations —
claiming he was one of ma
young victims of a secret VI
paedophile rin

Beech said these men kidnapped
and raped b in the 19705 and
80s. He said three boys were mur-
dered — one victim being deliber-
ately run over in the street.

Among the alleged abusers were
rominent Tories, former PM

ward Heath, ex-Home Secretary
Leon Brittan and MP Proctor.

Beech also named former Arm
chief Field Marshal Lord Bramall,
ex-MI6 head Sir Maurice Oldfield
and ex-MI5 chiel Sir Michael Han-
ley. He claimed he was passed on
to the ring by stepfather Raymond
Beech, the first to abuse him.

Beach started wr!tlng an internet
blog about his “experiences”. They
were picked up by online jour-
nalists — and brought to the
attentions of Watson.

In 2014 Watson met
Beech, whose allega-
tions became wilder —
including a claim
Proctor tied a boy to
a table, raped him
and then stabbed
him to death.

A Sunday
NEWspaper
published his
allegations
using the
Eseudnnym
Nick.”

In October
2014 Beech

witch-hunt

The liar, the

Guilty . . fantasist Carl
Beech, aka ‘Mick’

erv

Superintendent Kanny

the homes of Brit-
tan, who was to

and Lord Bramall. Twenty officers
worked full-time for 16 months on
the case. They took 370 witness
statements, launched 1,700 actions
and produced 1860 decuments. Mot
a single arrest was made.

In 16 Operation Midland was
scrapped. Morthumbria Police were
tasked to |mrast:|gala Beech himself
and discovered ga holes in his
story which the alled to find.

Ex-Met dﬂeﬂim‘ superintendent
Michael Hames said of Operation
Midland: “It was a total and utter
cock-up. What I find extraordinary
is how the police believed the lies
told by Beech.”

But yesterday it emerged the offi-

THE COMPO CABIN: PAGES B8& 9

..and the
nrobe

~ @COPS RUINED LIVES
% @WATSON "MUST GO

was interviewed by the

cers who led ration Midland
were cleared of blame without ever
being interviewed.

The Independent Office of Police
Conduct ruled there was no disci-
plinary case to answar for McDo-
nald and Deput Assistant
Commissioner Steve Rodhouse.

Its decision was based on a
“comprehensive” analysis of reports
and case notes rather than inter-
views with the pair.

Watson yesterda:.r defended his
role, saying: “I felt it was my duty
to respond to the claims that had
been made to me”

robin.perrie@the-sun.co.uk

The Sun Says — Page 12
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THE VICTIMS

By ROBIN PERRIE, CHRIS POLLARD,
MIKE SULLIVAN and MARTIN BECKFORD

CARL Beech's lurid allegations of rape, murder and
torture left a string of victims in their wake.

He had claimed a dozen high-profile figures from the
worlds of politics, the military and the secret services abused
him for nine years until he was I6.

He accused former MP Harvey Proctor of raping a boy and
stabbing him to death. Police spent 15 hours searching his
home on the back of the false allegations. Mr Proctor wept in
court as he gave evidence at his
accuser’s trial and blasted his
claims as “balderdash”.

He said allegations he was a
member of a VIP sex ring were
“wrong, malicious, false, horrendous”.

Fantasist Beech also accused
ex-Prime Minister Ted Heath of
abusing him on his vacht, Morning
Cloud. He died in 2005 aged 89.

In court, Mr Proctor rubbizhed
claims the pair had abused boys -
toﬂr!hsr, saying they hated each .
other. He told the trial Heath would Mo action . . . Lord Brittan
be “disgusted at having to crozs my
path = the feeling was mutual®

Beech also accused Britains most
senlor living Army officer — 95-year-
old Lord Bramall — of abusing him.

He said he was raped in barracks,
woodland and Imber village on
Salisbury Plain, Wilts, where the
Army conducts live firing training.

Lord Bramall was too frail to
attend court but the jury heard he
told officers the allegations were
“preposterous” and “monstrous”.

He laughed at suggestions he
attended abuse parties with Jimmy
Savile, describing the disgraced
radic and TV star as “the most odi-
ous man I have ever seen”. His wife
Dorothy Bramall died before he was
told he faced no further action.

Former Home Secretary Lord
Brittan also died before his name
was cleared after Beech accused
him of raping him while holding his
head under water. The late Lord
Janner was also falsely accused.

Beech made his first claims of :
abuse against Jimmy Savile in 2012
ahhnu;f Wiltshire Police logged it Accused . . . Lord Janner
as “undetected” due to a lack of ewi-
dence. His story was later picked up
by an online investigations agency
and published in a Sunday pﬂ;er.

He met Metropolitan olice
officers for the first time in October
2014 and Operation Midland was
launched the following month.

The homes of Mr Proctor, Lord
Brittan and Lord Bramall were
searched and Beech pocketed
£22,000 in compensation.

The prebe was running out of :
steam Evy January 2016 and was
closed that March with no um}sts Court tears . . Mr Proctor
But in November that
raided Beech's home and c-und ch! d
abuse images on his computers.

He travelled to Sweden in Febru-
ary 2018 and later went on the run
before being extradited back to the
UK to face trial.

Beech’s groundless claims were not
the only ones made against VIPs in
the aftermath of the Savile scandal.

The police watchdog oversaw
investigations into 37 cases of
aEeg Igywaﬁupt‘ u]: child fnm.ual
abuse establishment igures. .

Mone resulted in any prosecutions. Fall . - Lord Bramall
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‘NICK’ GUILTY

T . q i ..-; a ; 1 -

F Y eg®
@ tugitive
— fneed therapy
[just need

quury hut
in lapland

EXCLUSIVE by CHRIS POLLARD
ROBIN PERRIE and PAUL SIMS

CARL Beech grew up a ‘“spiteful
brat® who used lies and deceit to get
his way, stepbrother Charles says.

Care worker Charles was 12 when in 1976
his dad Raymond Beech married Carls
mum Charmian, a vicar.

He said: "Carl was eight and very diffi-
cult to get on with. He was an only child
and he'd always had his mother. Suddenly
her attention was split and he resented it.

“He was a spoilt brat, he was sneaky
And he was a liar from day one.

“He was always doing spiteful little
things and blaming them on us. His
mother would always side with him.”

Beach told police and his trial that Ray-
mond, a major in the Royal Ani]]ar;;l SeL-
ally abused him and then passed him on
to a VIP paedophile ring, that included
former PM Edward Heath.

Charles said: “The closest Carl ever got
to Heath was seeing him on the telly.

"To sugﬁasl he was suffering childhood
abuse and keepi quiet about 0t just
seems ridiculous. nﬁa would whinge and

NORTHERN LIGHTS

Sights . . . Beech promised ‘dancing lights’

EXCLUSIVE from CHRIS
POLLARD in Crverkalix, Sweden

SEX-abuse liar Carl Beech
fled to a remote village in
Lapland and posed as a
luxury guesthouse propri-
etor to dodge justice.

The fugitive, who had swin-
dled £22000 compensation
from the UK taxpayer, conned
locals into believing he was a
successful businessman.

With an international arrest

months of marriage. She and Beech moved
from Wilton, ilts, to Kingston-upon-
Thames in South West London.

His mother continued to dote on him,
buying him a dog and later a horse. There
were also plenty of foreign holidays.

After school Beech trained as a nurse. In

. - 5 A .
warrant han% over him, Beech 4 F “I can abszolutely believe he hais grown
bought a secluded woodland cabin e o ! ' . d up to be an adult whe would deceive and
for £17000 and spent months ¢ - ' make stuff up for his own ends.”
turning it into a fairytale cottage. — wF - ! J Charles is angry about the way police
But the brazen conman ran u 1 [ : investigated the claims made against Ray-
debis of E13.000  wit d - mond, who died in 1985.
to pose in any photos with [riendly :
locals — before vanishing. questions. They also hassled my sisters,
“They asked lots of 5tmn% questions but
i
“We only found out what was ing on
because we read about it in The
mon’i_nilw hil?“ :ﬁdha aw:}}:d trial on
it .
o i B B < e r . -"" -~ ' e Charmian split with Raymond after a few
of Overkalix — population 800 — in
s ax a e rs
e St e MOMENT-HIS CLAIMS FELL-APART

at least
He said: “Detectives came to my house
p— . A
= A
One said after he was rearrested:
never once did they ask, 'Did your father
“My father could be a difficult rna:n But
He caught a train to Paris then
There he planned to open a
Ex-hospital manager Beech being [nterﬂr_-we.rj-h}r policeiin January 2016 3 L -
- | 4

traders — and mysteriously refused
on several occaslons asking all sorts of
“I had a feeling something fishy o . r
was going on.” 2 - s abuse you?
Beech skip bail in February . -
last year after cops failed to - - Ty, .
. / - he was not a child abuser.”
travelled 2,000 miles to the village
Il.mus.r Arctic Circle guesthouse,
"
! a

views of the Nerthern Lights.

He bought a property overlook-
ing the Kalix River, plus five small
outbuildings, for around £17.000,

He also planned to buy a large
house across the road plus several
cabins by the riverside, including a
luxury villa for his mum.

Former hospital manager Beech,
51, even ran two Facebook pages
and an Instagram account to
promote his plan.

Local tradesmen were hired to
help, including plumber Patrik
Elemalm, 47, whe installed a new
bathroom and renovated the
pipework for £4,500.

trik said: "He seemed wvery
odd. 1 always wondered why an
Englishman would want to buy a
house in Owerkalix. This is a very
quiet and secluded community.”

Beech had evaded UK cops but
knew a criminal trial was pending.

Patrik went on: "One day he
came In ranting we were ru.id?
too long. He was furlous, very rude
and aggressive. I had to send
another workman to calm him.”

L3

He sald he then “vanished like 8 ahead with it straight away” But including lynx, moose and rein- “making me feel so welcome”. She for any photos himself, telling him: on him in August, and fled, He

Ehﬂﬂ ignoring repeated requests  Pir said it cost £85000 and Beech deer. He added: “When we open, told The Sun: “He seemed very "I never have my picture taken checked in to several cheap hostels
ﬁ adding: "I cant afford to  had to settle the original bill first. come and slay. soe for yourself” polite and 1 tried to introduce him  Claudic said: "We kind of in the Swedish city of Gothenburg

1““ this kind of money.” He went on: “I was right to be On  April he wrote: “The to the local community. guessed he was not who he was under false names. He was eventu-

Carpenter Pir Andersson, 4B, I8 cautious. It will be very difficult to Northern nghts have been dancing  “Then one day he said he was telling us he was” ally arrested at its central train
owed £8500 for “a lot of work” on  get my money back.” around the sky for the last three going with a friend to Norway on  Another neighbour, Sonja Isaks- station on. October 1 governor two schools, had
the bathroom, corrider and bed- Beech used various names to nights. Just amazing every time holiday, and never came back. gon, recalled: "He seemed nice. 5 Vincent Van Uytven, who runs a been an HHS nurse and was a
rooms. He said: "It seemed very hide his identity, including Anders- you see them, so lucky" *l was shocked when I heard “He said he wanted to buy more ]::-]nda}- resort in Overkalix, was single parent. He was trusted.
strange he was here. son, Karlsson and Oskar — and = He also quipped on another what he was accused of” property and make this a tourist tfa D’E}" ::'l:‘!cal to hear from Beech “There weren't warning

We've had people from other posted updates on his “business”. occasion: "I don't need therapy, 1  Beech, who was iaking Swedish destination. Then we started seeing a Er i i it A signs that he was a anger.
countries move here, but never an He wrote in February: “Follow us Just need Sweden.” lessons, also  introduc himselfi an unmarked police car watching T e Tk ’1?““' f"; ugust “To me, he was a good dad.

lishman of his age. He said he on an mﬂlnimurnay to create 8  On April 30 he rosmd pictures as Oskar to an [Italion traveller, the house” Fiioe sl hinh o “"td oo That wu m i
had been to Overkalix on holiday Degrees No bed and breakfast of a bonfire festival in Owverkalix, Claudio Comi. Property records show Beech :‘::Eie?"t’ SEEE,' in, : T::‘-;Eh Id m nothing unusual.
and fell in love with it in_the heart of Swedish Lapland” writing: "Great to see a thriving Claudio, whoe  helped Beech bought a second property in Kir- e Harl s e 1"‘ Ia?e:m;:ut 1 any m

“At some point his mother came Future guests were invited to community spirit.” redecorate his coltage, posted some wuna, 150 miles from Overkalix. but that was the last-1 heard. T -had s ¢ u'n" ﬂ time | knew any-
and she wanted us to build her 8 “see the various activities you can He also thanked neighbour pictures of the property on Face- is thought to have never visited it featine: something. fishe: wak - soin The mum of the teenager who thing was m as when t:l
luxury cabin. She wanted us to g do and meet the local wildlife”, Christina  Géversten-Stdl for k. But Beech refused to pose  He feared the net was closing in on” ° chris.pollard@ihe sun con ~ Remote spot ... where Beech holed up  was filmed said: “Carl was a said they had fou nd images of

e

HE WAS LYING
SPITEFUL CHILD

+
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EXCLUSIVE: LAIROF THE LIAR WHO FLED COPS

Beech as a child. His mum doted on him

1988 he met fellow trainee Dawn Morgan,

19. They wed in 1992 and in 2002 they

a son, now 15. They divorced in 2012. Dawn

told her ex's trial there were problems over
“intimacy” and his personal hygiene.
Beach, later revealed as a paedc-phu]a.

went on to work on a I:aadmlnc ward.

He was alse a schoo

governor and an

NSPCC volunteer who warned kids about
the dangers of child abuse,

After taking NHS redundancy Beech got
a job as an Inspector of health and social
services.
devoting his time to writing online about
the abuse he claimed to have suffered.

-

Outside work he had started

isa't what you think. He's sick.”

R,
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Paedo shame

SHAME on the Met Police, its appalling
former chief Bernard Hogan-Howe and the
staggering incompetence of the cops who
swallowed Carl Beech’s warped fantasies.

His preposterous lies always sounded
like a round-up of the paedophile con-
spiracy theories which nutters circulate
on the web. So they have proved.

What does it say about the calibre of
our detectives that they were so gullible?

That they called his flawed, inconsis-
tent claims “credible and true” before
in\rﬂstiﬁﬂting them? That bosses blew
£2.5million on Operation Midland only to
find (surprise, surprise) zero evidence?

And that they put the men Beech
falsely accused through sheer hell,
along with their distressed families?

How has Hogan-Howe retired to the
Lords when his Met career is solely
remembered for the failures of Midland
and Operation Elveden, the politically-
driven and equally fruitless witch-hunt
into innocent Sun journalists?

How, too, is Tom Watson still an MP
today, let alone Labour's dePuQJ leader?

It was he who in 2012 igmte a moral
panic with his grandstanding allegation
of “a powerful paedophile network linked
to Parliament and No 10", It was drivel.

But Watson then indulged Beech, cyn-
ically promoting his lies about Tories
including Leon Brittan, a blameless old
man the MP disgracefully branded “as
close to evil as any human could get”.

It was a repugnant, baseless slur tygi-
cal of this most unscrupulous and tribal
of politicians. Watson let himself become
“a vehicle for conspiracy theorists and a

atsy for fake news”, according to a

awyer for one accused former Tory.

He is a disgrace to our Parliament and
should have no place in it.

Yet somehow Watson remains Labour
moderates’ great hope to save them
from Corbyn and his racist extremists.

God help them if he is all they have.

Duncan donut

YOU won't have heard of Alan Duncan MP,
which is what drives him mad.

He is a pompous pipsqueak, insignifi-
cant yet monumental Y self-important.

Yesterday, after quitting as a Tory min-
ister, he launched a deranged attempt to
stop Boris Johnson becoming FM.

Imagine it: A Tory flouncing out of
Government tryir_l[% to block a fellow
Tory, elected by Tory MPs and mem-
bers, because he doesn't like him.

Throwing his toys out of the pram, as
with Brexit, because the vote went
against him. Abandoning the Foreign
Office amid multiple international
crises because he must get HIS way.

What did we do to deserve these child-
ish idiots at Westminster?

How did the Chancellor go from
steadfastly backing Theresa May over
“No Deal is better than a bad deal” to
vowing to topple the Government if
Boris carries out the same policy?

The Sun has no desire for an election.

But the Tories could at least use it to
boot out the juvenile, self-centred

chancers destroying them from within.

?

LIAR WAS

IS there any phrase in
the English language now
as noforious as “credible

and trua”?
Those were the words
uttered by Det Supt Kenny

MeDonald as officers from the
Metropolitan Police were let
loose raiding the homes of
olderly politiclans  searching
for evidence to back up the
allegations made n mysto=
rious man called *Nick".

Mick, it was claimed, had
beon abused by a pasdophile
ring of wealthy and powerful
men in the 18708 and 1980s,
ineluding the former Prime
Minister Sir Edward Heath,

On one ocoaslon, he claimed
Harvey Proctor, then n Con=
servat MP. hnd throstened
to cut off his testicles with a
pen knife, before being talked
out of it by Heath.

One of Nick’s pals had
apparently baeen deliberately
run down and killed by the
gang in. & warning to HNick
not to make friends.

Mow wae know exactly how
“crodible and  true”  these
nllegations were. They waore
fantasies cooked up by Nick
himself, eynlcally played in
an atmosphere already high
with emation fol'lc-wlng the
rovelations in 2012 of Jim
Savile's activities,

Yeuterday, Carl Beech - to
use Nicks real name - was

my

convicted of fraud and
ervertin the course of
runll:u after his tales wers

sed as a total sham.

e had no injuries to
suggest he had been abused
in the way he described, He
had never mentioned his
supposed ordeal once to his
former wife. His accounts
simply did not add up and
arts seemed (o have been
ifted from a misery memoir
written by someone olse.

Attracting liars
and fantasists

Pleasing though it is to see
Beech convicted, he leaves n
horrible trail of destruction in
his path. Untold damage has
been done to the lives of
those he falsely accused, Lord
Bramall, a Field Marshall who
took part in the Normandy
landings, saw his wife die
with allegations still hanging
over his head.

Lord Brittan, Home Secre-
tary in  Mrs  Thatcher's
overnment, died while under
nvestigation, and hizs widow
watched as their home was
raided by police.

Harvey Proctor lost his
home and his job when the
allaﬁutlorm amergad.

That Beech is a despicable
Individual who deserves a
long term in faill goes without
s:}y ng. But tfhere are plent
of others whose rele in this
affair Ieaves them in disgrace.

Obviously pollee have to
investigaie when allegations of
child abuse are made, but the
enthusiasm with which former
Met Commissioner Lord
HUKEH-HGWG threw resources
inte Operation Midland - the
inquiry into Carl Beech's alle-
ations — raises guestions into
Fuul how objective some of
our senior police officers are.
Surely it could not have
taken Tnngabn estnblish that
nspects of Beech's claims were
outlandish. Yet police lavished
E20million on the Investign-
tlon, gulded, it seems, by n
doctrine that people claiming
to be victims of sexunl nbuse
must always be believed.

True, there was a time
whoen genulne victims tended
not to be belleved, nnd in
some cases were sent back to
live with their abusers. That
wiae a very great wrong but it

eannot be righted by goin
to the opposite exireme an
automatically  bellevin the

stories of people claiming to
be victims, however fantastical
they prove to be.

Yes, child abuse is a horri-
ble crime which can scar ils

M

USED AS A POLITICAL TOOL

The only thing
‘credible and
true’ ahout VIP
claims is fact
Tom Watson®
used them to.
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victims for lifa but so, too,
is making false allegations
ngninst innocent people.

Eudlk this kind of behav-
iour has been encouraged
through componsation schomaes
which seem to hand out
monay willy-anT to  anyone
who makes a claim they were
abused as a child,

Unbollwnbh&o Beech  was
nmwanrded £22000 in compen=
sation for his supposed ordeal
even before his claims were
tosted in court. He spent the
monay on o Ford Multnnf.

How can the Criminal Inju-
ries Compensation Scheme,
which handed over the money,
not see that it Is nttracting
lHnrs and fontasists?

Bui there is one figure in
the Carl Beech scandal who
deserves to be singled out for
particular condemnation,

When allegations about n

Westminster paedophile ring
first came to light, Tom
Watson = now Labours
deputy leader leapt upon
them with relish,

He could see many of the
namas being touted as alleged
nbusers wers Conservatives
and sensed the epportunity to
damage his opponents.

Ho used rime Ministor's
Ouestions as a forum to repeat
H“&gﬂllﬂhﬂ-, and invited Beaech
to his  Westminster office,
Eolltlelning his clalms nand
elping to put pressure on
police to set up a wider inquiry.

He ealled Lord Brittan
“evil”. Ho has at lemst apolo-
glsed for those words, writing
a letter to Lady Brittan,
but for his wider role in
Operation  Midiand he st
refuises to any s0rTY.

But a letter to Lndy Brittan
Is not enough. If he had any

tcareer

SHAMEFUL .
ibours Tom

the

/By ROSS CLARK

docency he would recognise
the paln and havoc he has
caused to Innocent lives and
reslgn ns Labour's deputy
lender = nand ns an MP, too.

Danfel Innner QC, the late
Lord Janner's son, put it best
shortly anftar Beach was
convicted yosterday.

He saild: “Tom  Watson
should resign. He appointad
himself Britain's chiel paedo-
finder Kﬂﬂﬂﬂll and created a
moral pﬂﬂlﬂ. His motive was
personal  political  advance-
ment riding on a bandwagon
of public frenzy which he had
whipped up. ﬁn should hang
his ad in shame.”

Finally a statement in this
sorry mess that {5 credible
and true.

- ®@Rosa Clark Is a columnist for

The Spectator.
See The Sun Says
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